Sterilization acceptance and regret in Thailand.
The prevalence of sterilization increased steadily in Thailand from 1969/70 to 1984, but remained unchanged over the period 1984-87. This paper uses data from the 1987 Thai DHS to examine sterilization acceptance and regret. The prevalence of sterilization increases with both the number of children and with the age of the woman. Among women with two or more children, there is a positive association between education and wealth, and tubal ligation, but there is no correlation between education and wealth and the percentage of husbands with a vasectomy. Women whose last delivery was in hospital were more likely to have been sterilized than were women with a home delivery, and among women with a hospital delivery, those who had a cesarean section were more likely to have been sterilized than were women with a vaginal delivery. Both accessibility to medical facilities and medical problems apparently play a role in affecting who gets sterilized. The percentage of women who reported that they regretted that either they had gotten sterilized or that their spouses had gotten sterilized was 11% but regret was higher in cases in which the wife had had surgery (12%) than in cases in which the spouse had had a vasectomy (8%). This difference persisted even when other variables were introduced to examine the correlates of regret (number of children at time of sterilization, subsequent death of a child, whether sterilization was done at time of CS, residence of the respondent) using multiple classification analysis. Perhaps when women themselves are sterilized, they attribute subsequent problems in health to the operation, whereas such changes cannot be attributed to the vasectomy of their husband.